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Scope
Knowledge about the rotation of Mars provides insight
about its global scale atmosphere dynamics and inte-
rior structure. In particular, inferences about the core
of Mars can be made by observing its nutation as fore-
seen by the forthcoming RISE and LaRa experiments
on InSight and ExoMars. Nutation can be resonantly
amplified if the planet’s core is liquid and the amplifi-
cation depends on the core’s polar moment of inertia,
figure, and capacity to deform. By combining mea-
sured nutation amplitudes with the already well known
polar moment of inertia and tidal Love number the size
of the core and its material properties can be deter-
mined more precisely than from the latter quantities
alone.

Here, we use models of Mars’ interior structure that
agree with its moments of inertia, tidal Love num-
ber, and global dissipation to predict the nutations
of the real Mars. Our models have been constructed
from depth-dependent material properties and use re-
cent thermoelastic and melting properties of plausible
core constituents. For each model we assess what con-
straints on the interior structure of the core can be ex-
pected from RISE and LaRa.

1. Mars interior structure model-
ing

• crust density [2700, 3100]kg/m3 and average
thickness [30, 90]km (Wieczorek and Zuber, 2004)

• a hot and a cold end-member mantle tempera-
ture profile from thermal evolution studies (Plesa
et al., 2016) and 5 plausible mantle compositions
(DW, EH45, LF, MM, MA) (Taylor, 2013; Sanloup
et al., 1999; Lodders and Fegley, 1997; Mohapatra and
Murty, 2003; Morgan and Anders, 1979)

• viscoelastic mantle rheology (Jackson and Faul,
2010) that agrees with Q(τPhobos = 5.56h) =
96± 21 (Lainey et al., 2007)

• liquid convecting Fe-S core

• models agree with degree 2 gravity field (Kono-
pliv et al., 2016) and surface topography and are
compatible with the elastic tidal Love number:
k2 = 0.165 ± 0.007 (Konopliv et al., 2016; Genova
et al., 2016)

2. Results

����

�
/�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
��
�
�
��
�
�

��

����

��

��

��

-��� -��� -��� -��� -��� -���
����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

���� ���� �������� ������ [����]

�
�
��
��
�
��
�

[�
�
]

Figure 1: Core radius as a function of Free Core Nutation
rotation normal mode. Models that agree with k2 are located
within the blue shaded area and the expected precision of
RISE is indicated by the green shaded area.

• nutations are resonantly amplified because of
Mars’ large liquid core

• viscoelastic effects of the mantle reduce the FCN
period by up to 1.72 days%

• nutations provide independent constraints on the
core size and composition if its shape is known
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• the expected precision on the core radius by
RISE/LaRa improves on that obtained from k2

(3σ)

• a combination of RISE and LaRa data will further
reduce the uncertainty on the core radius
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